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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PINT, PINS, CB 

SUBJECT: STUDENT/TEACHER UNREST AS A THREAT TO THE LONG BORET 
GOVERNMENT 

1. AT THE REQUEST OF PRESIDENT LON NOL, NATIONAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL CHIEF BRIG. GEN EK PROEUNG CALLED AT THE EMBASSY 
TODAY, MAY 10, TO SEEK OUR VIEWS ON A REPORT THAT "REPUBLICAN 
OR OTHER OPPOSITION ELEMENTS" ARE STIMULATING STUDENT/TEACHER 
UNREST IN ORDER TO TOPPLE THE LONG BORET GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING 
TO THIS REPORT. A MAY 17 STUDENT/TEACHER DEMONSTRATION IS BEING 
PLANNED AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD CREATING A SITUATION 

SIMILAR TO THAT IN BANGKOK WHICH LED TO THE FALL OF THE 
THANOM GOVERNMENT. THE MARSHAL DESCRIBED THE SOURCE OF 
THIS REPORT ONLY AS A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT IN PHNOM PENH, 

EK PROEUNG SAID. 

2. WE STATED THAT INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US 
SUGGESTED THAT LEFTIST TEACHER AND STUDENT ELEMENTS 
WERE BEHIND CURRENT AGITATION IN THE SCHOOLS. WE 
EXPRESSED STRONG DOUBTS THAT ANY FOREIGN EMBASSY 
HERE HAD CONTACTS CAPABLE OF PROVIDING THEM CORRECT 
INFORMATION OF THIS SORT WHICH WAS NOT ALSO AVAILABLE 
TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY OR TO GENERAL EK PROEUNG'S 
OWN INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. WE SUGGESTED THAT THE 
MARSHAL’S REPORT MAY HAVE ORIGINATED WITH SOMEONE 
WISHING TO SOW DISCORD BETWEEN THE REPUBLICANS AND 
SOCIO-REPUBLICANS. IN THIS RESPECT, WE NOTED THAT 
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FEUD WITH REPUBLICAN MINISTERS, WHICH IN ITSELF HAS 
LITTLE MEANING BUT WHICH COULD DESTROY THE COALITION. 

3. 1 TOOK THIS OCCASION TO EMPHASIZE TO EK PROEUNG 

THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF GKR POLITICANS ATTEMPTING 

TO GAIN PETTY VICTORIES OVER EACH OTHER WHEN THE ENEMY 

IS REGISTERING SUCCESSES ON THE MILITARY FRONT. SUCH 

JOUSTING, I SAID, WOULD NOT BE UNDERSTOOD BY THE 

AMERICAN PUBLIC OR CONGRESS. DISSOLUTION OF THE LONG 

BORET CABINET AND PLAYING MUSICAL MUSICAL CHAIRS WITH CABINET 

POSITIONS IN PARTICULAR WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY WEAKEN OUR 

HAND WITH CONGRESS AND JEOPARDIZE OBTAINING THE FUNDS 

NEEDED TO CONTINUE CAMBODIA'S STRUGGLE, I STRESSED. 

IT WOULD ALSO UNDERMINE GKR'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE AND 
WEAKEN GKR'S CHANCES OF RETAINING ITS UN SEAT. EK 
PROEUNG PROMISED TO REPORT OUR VIEWS TO THE MARSHAL 
AND ASSURED US THAT THE PRESIDENT IS NOT CONTEMPLATING 
CHANGES IN THE LONG BORET GOVERNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: EK PROEUNG'S REPORT CONCERNS US IN THAT 
IT SUGGESTS AN EFFORT TO USE TEACHER/STUDENT UNREST AS 
A PRISE TO BREAK APART THE REPUBLICAN/SOCIO-REPUBLICAN 
COALITION. AS WE SUGGESTED TO EK PROEUNG, OUR 
SUSPICIONS IN THIS REGARD CENTER ON SOCIO-REPUBLICAN 
DEPUTIES, WHO COULD HOPE TO PROFICT MOST FROM A CABINET 
RESHUFFLE. WE NOTE IN PARTICULAR THAT SOME TEACHER 
LEADERS HAVE RECENTLY SUGGESTED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VICE 
PRESIDENT PAN SOTHI AS A REPLACEMENT FOR LONG BORET. 

WE WILL ATTEMPT OVER THE WEEKEND TO SEE SOTHI AND 
OTHERS POSSIBLY INVOLVED IN THIS MANEUVERING TO MAKE 
OUR CONCERN CLEAR. I HAVE APPOINTMENT WITH LONG BORET 
THIS EVENING WHO SOUNDED CONCERNED OVER THE TELEPHONE 
ABOUT THE EFFECT OF STUDENT/TEACHER DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED 
FOR END NEXT WEEK. 

DEAN 
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